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I hope this booklet finds you and your family well. I have waited until now to further update you 
about September reopening as things are changing so quickly at the moment. I waited for the 
promised government update on August 11th – this didn’t come – it arrived at 9pm on Friday 28th 
August! I wanted to make sure that I updated you with the most up to date guidance and try to allay 
any queries for when the whole school returns.  Please remember though that I may have to 
change these arrangements if and when guidance changes. 

This is not an easy time for anyone – school workers, families, children - but the Ripponden Team 
have worked really hard to make our school as safe as we can according to the many forms of 
guidance we have been given from government, Calderdale Council, Public Health England, 
Unions, World Health Organisation etc. That said, we have made our plans and assessed our risks 
for the needs of our school, our children and our community. Some people may think there are too 
many control measures and some people may think there are not enough. What I can assure you 
is that we have thought everything through very carefully and planned things meticulously to best 
meet the needs of our children.  

I have really missed the hustle and bustle of a full school and I am truly looking forward to 
welcoming everyone back – it won’t be the same as before but returning is a definite step in the 
right direction. We will take it step by step; day by day and I will do all I can to keep our staff and 
children safe. We have a very dedicated and capable team here at Ripponden - leaders, teachers, 
educational support staff, office staff, kitchen staff and site staff and they are all similarly looking 
forward to resuming school life.  

If you have any individual worries or concerns, please email me at 
head@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk so I can explain further if needed.  

Kindest regards, 

 

Lorraine Bamforth 
Head Teacher 
 
head@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk for questions/replies to this email. 

Please note that during the summer holidays I am working flexible hours and may contact you 
before or after the normal working day. I do not expect a response from you outside of working 
hours unless it makes your life easier. Stay safe. 
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IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THIS CAN ALTER AT ANY TIME AND AS GOVERNMENT 
GUIDANCE CHANGES 

GOVERNMENT RATIONALE – AUGUST 2020 

1. Total change of safety emphasis – all emphasis has moved from social distancing to 
reducing social interaction between people. 

2. There is no expectation of social distancing between primary children. 

3. Risk of transmission is much reduced outside. 

4. Adults need to try to stay 2m apart from each other and from the children, although we 
acknowledge that this will be difficult. 

5. Risk of transmission is much reduced by spending as little time as possible in close proximity 
to another person. 

6. Taking temperatures as a standard process is unnecessary as this is not a true indicator of 
whether or not a person has COVID. Temperatures may be checked if school staff are 
worried a child has become poorly during the school day.  

7. Curriculum should be modified to accommodate catch-up in maths and English during 
autumn and spring term but should be back to full curriculum by summer term. 

8. No mention as yet of Y6 SATs being abandoned next year – still expected in May 2021 

9. Schooling compulsory – parents can be fined if children do not return.  

10. Re-instate wearing of full uniform. 

The most up-to-date government guidance for parents can be found here –  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-
and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term  
 
So, what does that mean for us? How can we make this manageable at Ripponden J&I 
School? 
 
The most important thing you can do is safeguard your child and the rest of the school community, 
by being vigilant. If you, or anyone you live with develops symptoms, your household needs to self-
isolate. For information please visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/symptoms/  
 
If you need advice, please contact school – head@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk and we will help 
you with the most up to date guidance.  
 
If your child becomes unwell at school, we will isolate them and contact you. You will be asked to 
isolate and take the child for a test. Please email the result of the test, either way AS SOON AS 
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POSSIBLE to head@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk and we can then discuss the next steps. Also, 
please be aware that we may need to close a bubble in order to contain a potential outbreak. This 
means that your child(ren) may need to stay at home. We will take advice from Public Health 
England at all times. 

 

HOW ARE WE REDUCING SOCIAL INTERACTION AND RISK OF INFECTION IN SCHOOL? 
 
The main way we can mitigate risk of transmission is to have rigorous hand and respiratory 
hygiene. Children will be washing/sanitising their hands at regular intervals, including on 
entering/leaving the building, after using the toilet and before/after eating. It would really help if 
between now and returning to school you could work with your children to ensure they know how 
to correctly wash for 20 seconds. This will really help once we have a class of 30 to do!  
 
We are also promoting the ‘Catch It, Bin It, Kill It’ campaign, where children are encouraged to 
cough or sneeze into a tissue, dispose of it then clean their hands. Where children cannot get to a 
tissue in time, we are encouraging them to cough or sneeze into their elbow, as opposed to their 
hands. There are posters about both of these elements around school to remind and help children.  
 
We are maintaining a ‘Bubble Model’ – with each year group being a bubble. Movement around 
school has been meticulously planned to minimise the possibility of bubbles coming into contact 
with others. We have done this by having staggered starts, playtimes, lunch times and home times. 
Children will be accompanied by designated adults when moving around school at certain times.  
 
Staggered Starts/Ends of the school day 
During partial reopening in June, we used the different gates at different times and it worked really 
well. It is really important that we maintain the integrity of the bubbles and not allow them to mix. 
We know and appreciate that having children in different start/end times may be disruptive and we 
really appreciate your cooperation. With families where there are children in groups with 20 minutes 
apart, please speak with us – we will see what we can do to accommodate.  
 
While waiting between groups, it is imperative that the adults maintain their social distancing. There 
are yellow strips at all gates to help with this.  
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The aerial photo above shows the location of the gates; Gate A is ‘the top gate’ – on Halifax Road 
– please line up in the direction of the village and exit the same way. Gate B is ‘the side gate’ – on 
Greenacres – please line upwards towards Halifax Road and exit down Greenacres and around. 
Gate C is the Bungalow Gate – please line up against the car park barrier and exit through the car 
park.  
 
The playground will need to be an adult-free zone, so the children will need to be dropped off at 
the gate. Mrs Bamforth and Mr Baxter will unlock the gates (Gate A and B) at the times specified 
overleaf and welcome the children to their allotted waiting place on the playground, where they will 
be collected by an adult from their bubble. When they get to the school, they will sanitise their 
hands before entering. This will be in reverse as they leave the school at the end of the day. Please 
make sure you are on time; the groupings have been planned in order that bubbles do not 
mix, but this depends on children being dropped off and collected at the correct time.  
 
Bubble start/end times with gates and doors to be used 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Busy Bees 
Busy Bees will resume in full from 8th September, however, there will be changes to the way in 
which we work. If you need child care in Busy Bees and haven’t yet let us know, please email 
as soon as possible.  
 
In a morning, children coming into Busy Bees should be brought to the Busy Bees entrance and 
will be signed in by staff – parents will not be allowed in to the building. Reception and Key Stage 
1 children will go into the usual Busy Bees room and Key Stage 2 children will go into the Computing 

Class Staff Gate Entry/exit door Time 
in 

Time 
out 

Little Acorns (R) 
Bungalow 

Mrs Bruchez 
Mrs Greenwood 

Mrs Whiteley  

Gate C 
 

Own door 8.45am 3pm 

Saplings (Y1) 
 

Ms Gilmartin 
Mrs Blair 

Mrs Whiteley 

Gate B Learning Zone 1 9.05am 2.45pm 

Great Oaks (Y2) 
 

Mrs Kenny 
Mrs Judd 

Mrs Whiteley 

Gate A Learning Zone 2 9.05am 2.45pm 

Chestnuts (Y3) 
 

Mrs Hamilton (M-W) 
Mrs Bowes (Th-F) 

Miss Fawcett 

Gate B Learning Zone 1 8.55am 2.55pm 

Willows (Y4) 
 

Miss Taylor 
Mrs Bowes 
Mrs Perrin 

Mrs Whiteley 

Gate A Learning Zone 2 8.55am 2.55pm 

Maples (Y5) 
 

Mrs Hutchinson (M-W) 
Mrs Bolton (Th-F) 

Mrs Coneron 

Gate B Busy Bees (round 
school and through 

computer room)  

8.45am 3.05pm 

Sequoia (Y6) 
Cabin 

Mrs Whitaker (M-Th) 
Mrs Bamforth (F) 

Mr Hanlon 

Gate A Cabin (through 
Reception gate) 

8.45am 3.05pm 

Redwoods (Y6) 
Cabin 

Mrs Lomas  
Mrs Thompson 

Gate A Cabin (round school) 8.45am 3.05pm 
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Room. The rooms will be divided up into year groups and the children will need to try and stay in 
their year groups – again to maintain the integrity of the bubbles. At the allotted time, Busy Bees 
staff will take the children to their classrooms for them to sanitise their hands. 
 
After school, Reception and Key Stage 1 children will be collected and taken to the Busy Bees 
room. Key Stage 2 children will be in the hall – again, sectioned into year groups. They will stay in 
here until 5pm. If parents are collecting up to 5pm, they can do so from the hall fire door, again, the 
staff will sign out the children as parents will not be allowed in. After 5pm, the children will be taken 
down to the computing room and can be collected from the Busy Bees door.  
 
Clubs/visits/visitors 
During the first half of the autumn term, we will not be holding any clubs; either by school staff or 
external clubs. This includes French and Musicality. We just cannot take the risk of mixing groups 
at this stage. We will review this on a half term by half term basis and will inform parents as quickly 
as these can resume. Swimming and ukulele are suspended until October half term in the first 
instance. We will inform you when they resume.  
 
There will be no unnecessary visitors into school. If there are any necessary visitors (for example, 
essential maintenance workers), they must adhere to social distancing measures and contact 
information will be taken for track and trace purposes.  
 
While we always welcome dialogue with parents and are positive that home-school relationships 
are vital to children’s education, at this time we are unable to have parents in school. Should you 
need to speak with your class teacher or a member of the SLT, please do not come to school – 
you will not be allowed in past the gate. Instead, please call the office (01422 823362) or email 
office@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk and the member of staff you need will get back to you as soon 
as possible. Please be aware that this may be after school, due to teaching commitments.  
 
Payments for school dinners and Busy Bees 
As much as possible, we are aiming towards a cashless school, as due to increased risk, we do 
not want to be handling cash.  
 
School dinners remain at the incredibly competitive price of £2 per day (£10/week) for KS2, AS 
RECEPTION AND KS1 CHILDREN ARE ENTITILED TO A FREE SCHOOL MEAL. Lunch money 
and Busy Bees money can be paid directly into the school bank – details are below. Please make 
sure you reference who it is for and for what.  
 
LLOYDS BANK PLC 
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 69926268 
SORT CODE: 30-93-76 
ACCOUNT NAME: RIPPONDEN JUNIOR & INFANT SCHOOL 
 
Communication with school 
As always, we will endeavour to be as open and transparent with our parents. Our main method of 
communication will be emails, but may send text messages and post updates on the closed 
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Facebook page. Please also check the website – www.ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk and specific 
class information will be on the class pages. Please make sure that we have your up to date contact 
details.  
 
Classroom Organisation 
In Reception and Year 1, the classrooms will be set up to provide Continuous Provision, which is 
developmentally age appropriate.  
 
From Year 2 upwards, each child will have an allocated desk, which will be facing forwards. They 
will have their own pencils, pens and whiteboards and will share other equipment such as scissors, 
glue sticks and pencil crayons. These will be cleaned down at the end of each day.  
 
Staffing will be constant in each bubble, as well as lunch time staff.  
 
Playtimes and Lunches 
Playtimes are staggered, with Key Stage 1, Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2 having 
their playtimes at the same time. However, these two classes in each phase will not mix and will 
have separate areas to play in.  
 
Fruit/veg snacks will be served to Reception and Key Stage 1 children, but these will not be allowed 
to be self-serve – adults will serve these to the children. Children in Key Stage 2 may bring their 
own fruit or vegetable snack, but must not share.  
 
Lunches will be served at the door and eaten in classrooms (with the exception of Reception and 
Year 6 who will eat in the hall). These lunches will be a hot meal, although due to logistics, there 
will not be the usual choice. Menus will be sent out later this week. Please ensure that your child 
will eat something from the menu or please send a packed lunch. 
 
Packed lunches can be sent. Please send packed lunches in plastic boxes – no fabric please! 
Please make sure that you thoroughly clean the boxes every evening in order to minimise the risk 
of transmission.  
 
Curriculum 
We are very aware that children will have had a very different experience during the lockdown time 
and the first few weeks will be settling the children back into positive learning behaviours, as well 
as informally assessing where the children are and plugging any potential gaps.  
 
Our teachers have spent considerable time discussing which elements of their year group 
curriculum were not taught and this will form the basis for the next teacher to start. We will also be 
spending time on the PSHE curriculum – looking at children’s mental and emotional health and 
wellbeing.  
  
The autumn term will focus on filling the learning gaps, particularly in English and maths, as well 
as the PSHE topics. By the summer term, we envisage that we will be back up to a full, broad and 
balanced curriculum.  



 
 

Lorraine Bamforth – August 2020 

Assemblies 
In order to maintain the integrity of the bubbles, we will not be allowed to hold whole school 
assemblies for the foreseeable future.  
 
We will be holding class assemblies and I will be holding regular whole-school Zoom assemblies. 
In addition to this, we felt we couldn’t lose our fortnightly Branch Out assemblies, so these will carry 
on, via Zoom! Children’s successes will be celebrated ‘virtually’ and certificates, as well as leaves, 
will still be handed out. 
 
Enhanced cleaning and ventilation  
Ventilation 
All windows and doors will be opened as when opening classrooms in a morning and closed on 
locking up. They need to remain opened all day. Corridor doors will be wedged open all day to 
avoid many hands touching them. Classroom doors and fire doors (where fitted) will be wedged 
open during the day to allow for flow of air. Please ensure that your children come with cardigans 
or jumpers, as it may be chilly!  
 
Frequently touched surfaces  
Frequently touched surfaces such as door handles, light switches, table tops, play equipment, 
toys, electronic equipment, toilets and shared equipment will be cleaned regularly throughout the 
day.  
 
Additional cleaning 
The caretaker will be undertaking additional cleaning throughout the day including the toilets. 
Whilst children playout at lunchtime he will enter bubbles and carry out additional cleaning. It is 
important children store their resources under the tables, where possible. Cleaning staff will NOT 
enter bubbles unless they are empty.  
 
Bins 
Every bubble has been bought a bin with a lid on. These bins will be emptied throughout the day 
and the bin lids wiped down. All fruit cores and skins, as well as lunch litter should go in the bins. 
All bins bags must be tied before being removed to stop any potential cross-contamination.  
 
End of day cleaning  
The cleaning staff will carry out all cleaning tasks throughout school.  
 
Deep cleaning   
There is no call for deep cleaning of rooms as a matter of course. However, if a child or member 
of staff tests positive for COVID-19, the bubble will then be closed and the area(s) where that 
bubbles has been (including classroom, toilet and staffroom) will be locked and deep cleaned by 
the cleaning staff with PPE on.   
 
Equipment Needed  
We provide all that the children need in terms of their education, so please do not send in pencil 
cases brimming with beautiful new stationery – keep that at home. What we do need each child to 
bring in is: 
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 A slim line book bag – no rucksacks or bulky bags please 
 A water bottle. Children in Reception will be given a branded one as a gift from the PTFA 

on their first day. These need to be sent in daily, clean and with fresh water. We will not be 
able to lend the children cups should they forget their bottle, due to risk of transmission.  

 A cardigan or jumper every day – due to having doors and windows open, it will get chilly 
 A warm, weather-proof coat every day, we will be playing out in all weathers! 
 For children in Reception, Year 5 and Year 6 a pair of wellies – Y5/6 playing space is the 

field and this can get boggy 
 PE kit, including a pair of tracksuit bottoms, trainers and hoodie  

 
Uniform and PE 
Full uniform will be expected from 8th September. We also expect that children will bring their PE 
kit in the first day, to be left in school. PE will be scheduled regularly throughout the week and 
children will need to get changed. PE kits will be sent home half-termly to be washed and brought 
back.  
 
All PE lessons will be outside, no matter what the weather. The hall is not large enough for full 
groups to minimise the risk of aerosol transmission.  
 
In Reception and Key Stage 1, reading books will be given out on a Monday, to be returned on a 
Friday. These books will then be quarantined until the following Monday. Other reading books will 
be given out on a Friday for the weekend, to be returned on a Monday, again to be quarantined 
until the following Friday. Please cooperate with these timings, in order for it to be successful. We 
need to protect all by not allowing the children or adults to touch books in between.  
 
In Key Stage 2, reading books will be distributed and collected, based on the needs and abilities 
of the children – not necessarily following a pattern. This will be determined by the class teacher 
and all books will be quarantined for a minimum of 72 hours between redistribution. Individual and 
group reading sessions will be organised by your child’s class teacher and will be age appropriate 
to the children.  
 
Online Learning 
We need to be mindful that there may be occasions where some classes may have to close, due 
to positive cases in bubbles. If this is the case, we will revert to a blended offer of online and paper-
based home learning. In isolated cases, we will be signposting to Oak Academy and for full 
lockdowns, we have been engaging with Google Classroom to provide an online learning platform. 
Further details will be distributed when we have finalised logistics.  
 
PPE – Personal Protective Equipment 
PPE has been discouraged in Primary Schools. However, we will respect the decision of any 
member of staff or child to wear a face covering, should they feel the need. 
 
Before Your Child Leaves Home in The Morning  
 
Please check for any of the following symptoms: 
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• a high temperature 
• a new, continuous cough 
• a loss of, or change to the sense of smell or taste 
 
If any of these symptoms are evident do not send them to school, contact us on 01422 823362 or 
email office@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk as soon as possible  

 
In the event of a potential case of COVID-19 in school 

 
Child or Adult is showing Corona Virus symptoms  
● Isolate member of staff/child to the headteacher’s office 
● Staff supporting the staff/child need to wear PPE  
● Parents called immediately or staff member sent home immediately 
● If they need to use the toilet (male staff toilet), after they have left, deep clean the toilet 
● In an emergency call 999 
● If a member of staff has helped someone that is unwell, they need to wash their hands 

thoroughly. 
 
Any PPE used in this incident should be double bagged and stored in the disabled toilet and 
stored for 72 hours, when it is then bagged again and disposed of.  

Where PPE is recommended in this situation, this means that: 
● a facemask should be worn if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained from 

someone with symptoms of coronavirus 
● if contact is necessary, then gloves, an apron and a facemask should be worn  
● if a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of fluids entering the eye from, for 

example, coughing, spitting or vomiting, then eye protection should also be worn 
● Staff must have read the guidance and watched the video on donning and doffing PPE 

equipment correctly  
● Face masks used in this situation must: 
● cover both nose and mouth 
● not be allowed to dangle around the neck 
● not be touched once put on, except when carefully removed before disposal 
● be changed when they become moist or damaged 

 
When PPE is used, it is essential that it is used properly. This includes scrupulous hand hygiene 
and following guidance on how to put PPE on and take it off safely in order to reduce self-
contamination. All staff have watched a training video for the correct use of PPE.  
 
If a child or member of staff is showing symptoms of COVID-19: 

- temperature of 38.7 or above; and/or 

- new, continuous cough; and/or 

- loss of taste/smell 
 
They should go and be tested immediately and isolate while waiting for the result of this test. 
Everyone the person lives with should also self-isolate.  
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Should the test come back negative, please let school know via email – 
head@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk and the child/member of staff can return to school, as long as 
they are symptom-free. The rest of the household does not have to continue to isolate, providing 
no one has symptoms.  
 
Should the test comeback positive, the staff member or parent of the child must let school know 
immediately, via email – head@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk . School will then seek advice from 
Public Health England. It is likely that all of the bubble will be sent home to isolate for 14 days 
and all areas that the child has been in contact with, deep cleaned.  
 
 
As always, please come back to us if you need further clarification – we are here to help! Please 
email head@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  
 
In the meantime, we are super excited to see all of the children back in school on Tuesday 8th 
September to what will be a different, but no doubt wonderful, academic year. 
 
With kindest regards, 
 
 
 
Lorraine Bamforth 
Headteacher 


