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Hello! Happy New Year and welcome back to school. Here is some information regarding what we will be 
learning about in Little Acorns this term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communciation , language and literacy  

 
 
We will have many interesting  topics this term. They will 
be- ‘Antarctica’ ‘Superheroes’ ‘Dinosaurs’ ‘Robots’ ‘Farm 
animals’ ‘ Minibeasts’ ‘ Growing Plants’ and ‘ Life Cycles’.  
We will be reading a range of quality texts linked to each 
theme. We will compare fiction and non-fiction books. We 
will develop our independent reading and writing skills. We 
will be delivering phase three phonics daily and applying 
our skills in all that we do. We will be speaking in pairs, 
groups and in front of the class to share our thoughts and 
ideas.  We will write our full names and simple regular 
(and make attempts at more complex), words and 
sentences. We will punctuate our sentences using capital 
letters, finger spaces and full stops. Please continue to 
read at home daily and practise any sounds and words 
sent home in phonics books.  
 

Mathematics 
 
 
We will be learning to read and order numbers to 20 and 
count out sets. We will be learning how to add and subtract 
numbers through every day activities and we will discover 
how to write numbers sentences. We will begin to learn 
number bonds and doubles to 10 and beyond. We will 
investigate size, weight and capacity and learn a range of 
associated vocabulary to discuss and compare. We will 
identify features of 3 D shapes and learn their names.  We 
will explore the concept of time and work with clocks. Please 
support mathematical development at home by talking 
about numbers, shapes, time and measures and spotting 
them during outings, ask your child to collect and count sets 
of items from around the home. 
 

Personal, social and emotional development 
 
We will be making relationships and bonding in class. We will have a 
weekly circle time where we will discuss personal, social and emotional 
issues for example, ‘What makes a good friend/helper?’ We will be 
learning and working together in harmony and practising how to use 
our words to communicate our feelings.   
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Understanding the world 
 
We will be discovering world religions and celebrating  
Chinese New Year. We will be learning about the Antarctic and 
researching facts and information about penguins. We will learn 
about dinosaurs.  We will be investigating how things work and 
how things are made. We will learn about Shrove Tuesday, 
Mother’s Day, Easter and the Patron Saint of England.  We will find 
out about farms, where food comes from and caring for animals. 
We will discover life cycles and hunt for minibeasts. We will 
investigate the conditions for growth in plants and how to keep 
ourselves healthy. 

Physical development 
 
We will be developing our independence in managing our own 
health and hygiene. We will be beginning to undertsand why 
exercise is important to keep us healthy.  We will be developing our 
ball skills, using apparatus, and learning  yoga in the hall. We will 
develop our physical confidence ( gross and fine motor) during PE 
and in the classroom and outdoors areas. We will be beginning to 
develop awareness of how we can manage our personal safety. We 
will build up strength and stamina outdoors and handle one handed 
tools effectively in the classroom. We will be practising forming 
careful letter shapes and developing hand-eye coordination 
through art, craft, sewing, pouring and mixing, threading, cutting, 
dough gym and various other arm and finger muscle activities. 
Please ensure your child has the correct kit. 
 

Expressive arts and design 
 
We will be exploring form and texture in art.   
We will work with a  variety of  materials--natural & man made, we 
will be printing, making collages, weaving, exploring papier-mâché, 
investigating fabric, sewing & clay. We will make seasonal art and 
learn how to draw and paint body portraits.  
 

Reminder 
The children will be accessing the outdoor areas each day. I will 
check that their wellies still fit suitably and inform you if not, 
please send wellies if you haven’t already..  Please ensure that 
they have appropriate winter coats, hats, scarves and gloves with 
them for school each day.  We have waterproof suits and aprons 
for wet and messy play and I will endeavour to keep the children 
as clean as is possible whilst offering a range of learning 
experiences in sand, water, sensory materials, baking, gardening, 
arts and outdoor adventures.  Thank you for your understanding.  

 

Other business  
Thank you for all your lovely cards and gifts at Christmas. 
We have had a very successful start to the new year, I am getting 

to know your children very well now and we are building on their 

previous experiences. If you have any thing you wish to ask about 

your children’s progress don’t hesitate to conact me.  

Mrs Bowes. 


