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Dear parents/carers, 
 
 This will be my last letter of the academic year (although please keep an eye out on your emails 
in the holidays, in case things change!). I would like to express my sincere gratitude for all the support 
we have had as a school, always, but most notably during the COVID-19 pandemic. These have been 
the strangest times, but together we will continue to do the very best for our children.  
 
Thank you to the children of key workers who have been in the whole time. You have kept us smiling 
and busy! Thank you to their parents who are our keyworker heroes!  
 
Thank you (and well done!) to the parents who have had their children at home. This is not an easy job 
and whether you drilled your children for 8 hours a day or they sat on screens for 8 hours a day – there 
is no judgement from us. I hate the phrase now, but these are ‘unprecedented times’ and when we are 
all back together, we will do what we do best….teach the children; we’ll see where they are and 
carefully plan their next steps of learning. We are all excited to be getting back to some form of 
normality.  
 
I would also like to say a massive, personal thank you to our amazing staff. We are so lucky to have a 
bunch of hardworking, dedicated and committed individuals who have worked really hard as a team to 
ensure that school is a safe and secure place to be. Even before this national crisis, they were super, 
but they have really outshone themselves and I feel very proud to lead such an excellent team.  
 
On to new appointments. As I have said in previous letters, Mrs Fradgley will be leaving us in 
September to enjoy a very well deserved retirement. We advertised and had a very strong field to 
choose from. I am very happy to let you know that we have a new School Business Manager starting 
at the beginning of September called Mrs Linda Skotnicki. Mrs Fradgley and Mrs Skotnicki will be 
working together during September to ensure the smooth handover of the business side of school. 
 
Mr Davies, the caretaker, is no longer working for us, but I am delighted to tell you that Mr Baxter is 
returning to us! Warner left us last year as he moved, but he missed us so much that he is coming 
back to the Ripponden Family! He will be starting back in September. 
 
As Mrs Emmerson has also left us, we have just appointed David Hanlon as an HLTA (Higher Level  
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Teaching Assistant) to work across school. David is a qualified teacher and will be working in upper 
key stage 2 and also across the school providing release time and classroom support.  
 
I am sure you will join with me in welcoming all of the new members of staff to our team. 
 
Now….onto arrangements for September. 
 
As you know, there have been rafts of information and guidance regarding the full reopening of 
schools from September. We have worked our way through it and I am now in a position to share the 
outline plans. It is the expectation that all children will return to school in September. It is important to 
note that in order for these arrangements to be successful, plans must be strictly adhered to – 
the priority must always remain the health and safety of our children and staff.  
 
We are updating our risk assessment for full reopening and this will remain a working document, 
meaning that we will continually update, tweak and refine as we go along.  
 
When school fully reopens: 
School will start back on Tuesday 8th September for all children. Parents of Reception children have 
already received emails regarding their staggered start to school life. Full school uniform must be worn 
every day, including black leather shoes and a water bottle should be sent with fresh water daily. 
 
Organisation: 
Each class will be separate from all other classes in school. Movement will be restricted around school 
and at no point will class bubbles mix. There will be no assemblies or other activities where children 
and adults gather together. Playtimes, lunchtimes and daily mile track time will be staggered to avoid 
class bubbles coming together. We will be serving hot lunches again from September. This will be a 
reduced menu (which will be sent out prior to the start of term) so please ensure that it is something 
that your children will eat, or alternatively send with a packed lunch. For those with packed lunches, 
please make sure they are plastic boxes (no fabric bags please) and are cleaned thoroughly every 
evening. In terms of other equipment, please only send PE bags and a book bag or small equivalent 
bag. No huge rucksacks please. The children will be hand sanistising or washing their hands very 
frequently, including coming in and out of school. Please do not send your child with any hand 
sanitiser – we have plenty.  
 
On arrival: 
We have staggered entrance and exit times to minimise potential cross-contamination and exposure. 
In order for this to work, it is essential that everyone is punctual, but not too early! This will 
allow for safe distancing and for the bubbles not to mix. Parents will not be able to bring their children 
into the playground and you will notice that on the pathways there are 2m distance markers. We urge 
parents to adhere to these to markings to keep themselves and others safe. The gates will be opened 
at the times stated below and then locked after 5 minutes. This will allow all children to get through 
swiftly and into school before the next groups come. It also states which gate each group is allocated 
gate to enter. These are signposted and there is a map on the next page clearly showing these. This 
may feel confusing now, but this is the method we have been using over the last few weeks and it has 
been working really well.  
 

 



 

Arrival Time Classes Gate 
8.45am Redwoods and Sequoia (Y6) A 
8.45am Maples (Y5) B 
8.55am Willows (Y4) A 
8.55am Chestnuts (Y3) B 
9.05am Great Oaks (Y2) A 
9.05am Saplings (Y1) B 

 
 

Exit Time Classes Gate 
2.45pm Great Oaks (Y2) A 
2.45pm Saplings (Y1)  B 
2.55pm Willows (Y4) A 
2.55pm Chestnuts (Y3) B 
3.05pm Redwoods and Sequoia (Y6) A 
3.05pm Maples (Y5) B 

 
Location of gates: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Busy Bees 
Busy Bees will be operating from September again. If you haven’t sent your requests form back, then 
please do so as a matter of urgency. From September, Busy Bees will be operating in two ‘bubbles’ – 
an infant (Reception and Key Stage 1) and a junior (KS2). The entrance is the same – at the Busy 
Bees door and the infant bubble will be housed in Busy Bees, where the KS2 children will go into the 
computing room, which can be accessed from the Busy Bees cloakroom. No parents will be allowed to 
enter the building and Busy Bees staff will sign the children in and out.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

Other issues: 
 There will be minimal movement of children through school and only when accompanied by an 

adult. 
 There will enhanced cleaning during the day, of key touch points and toilets 
 If your child is unwell, please do not send them to school. If your child becomes ill at 

school, we will isolate them and ask that you collect them immediately.  
 There will be no access to the office. If you have a query, please telephone or email the office. If 

you need to drop something off at the office, please telephone first to make arrangements.  

 
I hope that you feel confident in the measures that we have put in place to make school as safe as 
possible during this time. Lots of thought, care and attention has gone into these plans and our risk 
assessment has been approved by the local authority health and safety team. Please keep in mind 
that government guidance may still change and therefore plans may need to change – I will obviously 
update you as soon as possible if this is the case.  
 
We are really excited to see our children back in September and while school may not be the same as 
it was in March, we will do our best to ensure that they enjoy a super quality of education, while having 
a great time doing it! As always, please do get in touch should you have any questions or queries, and 
this goes for when the children are back too.  
 
I wish you a wonderful summer. Whilst plans of foreign holidays may have been scuppered (I know 
mine have ), the one thing that stands out in all of this is about making memories and spending 
precious quality time with our loved ones and that could be in exotic climes or in sunny West 
Yorkshire!  
 
I look forward to seeing you all on 8th September. 
 
With kindest regards, 
 
 
 
Lorraine Bamforth 
Headteacher 
 
PS – don’t forget to keep an eye out for any updates during the holidays! 


