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Dear parent/carers, 
 
 Well, as we are halfway through our fourth week of lockdown and with the death toll of Covid-19 
surpassing 100,000 my heart is very heavy. That, coupled with the news at lunchtime that schools 
would not be full reopening after February half term has prompted me to write out to our wonderful 
community.  
 
I wanted to write to you to thank all those of you who have been in touch with your thoughts and good 
wishes. Honestly, in these difficult times, it means the world. I wanted to thank our amazing staff team, 
both in and out of school who are working tirelessly to provide remote education and be constantly 
available online, those supporting critical workers in school with the remote education, as well as the 
office, kitchen and cleaning staff who are working as ‘normal’ keeping the school running.  
 
I wanted to say thank you to our families. Thank you to the parents who are critical workers. We are 
proud to support you by having your children in school. Thank you to those families who are keeping 
their children at home, even though they may have one key worker in the family. It is so important for 
our community as a whole, to keep the number of children and adults in school as low as possible to 
minimise the transmission. This isn’t just for the children, it’s for your whole family, it’s for the staff, for 
their families and indeed the wider community. While numbers of cases in Calderdale are relatively low 
at the moment, this is only possible by everyone pulling together, so thank you.  
 
The amazing efforts you are going to at home to juggle your ‘normal life’ and your children’s education 
is hugely appreciated by us all, as we work together to reduce contacts, slow the spread of the virus 
and keep each other safe. I know it is really tough and I wouldn’t wish this on anyone.  
 
None of us in our little community signed up for this online learning journey when we had our children 
and/or when we joined the teaching profession - we are all trying out very hardest to do our best for the 
children – parents and staff alike. It has been a very steep learning curve for us all and we have all 
come such a long way in a short space of time. However, there may be times when things don’t flow  
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as well as they could and we apologise for that. We all crave routine and normality, but as we are on 
this journey together, there will be times when our best intentions may be further disrupted due to Covid-
19. However, like we always stress – please talk to us! If there is something you are concerned about, 
or something that isn’t working – tell us. We always take the time to listen and will endeavour to take 
on board comments, as we are always looking to improve what we are doing. If we can help or support 
in any way, we will. 
 
Today we have had Wellbeing Wednesday – an initiative we introduced to try and get the children away 
from screens for a day. The photos that have been uploaded to the Facebook Group and on Google 
Classroom have been wonderful! The children in school have had a great day too, to quote one child – 
“Best. Day. Ever!” We said we will evaluate this day and see whether we will roll out another and I think 
it is safe to say we will. I will let you know the date in due course. It has been so nice to see children 
being children – running, laughing, climbing, getting mucky, being creative…that is what we love about 
children and why we miss them in school.  
 
Keep going everyone. One foot in front of the other. Be kind to yourself – you are doing your best and 
as long as your children are happy and feel safe and loved, then you are winning. Parent guilt is the 
worst, but you are all doing an amazing job. There will come a time when we look back and reflect on 
this incredible period in history and wonder how we got through it. I know I will look back and feel 
incredibly proud to be part of the Ripponden Family, who supports one another through everything and 
together we will get through this too.  
 
With many thanks for your continued support, 
 
 
 
Lorraine Bamforth 
Headteacher 
 


