
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear parents/carers, 
 
We have been busily working through the Spring 2 half term. There have been various extra-
curricular activities in addition to the busy half term it already is! See below for the extra details. 
We have had World Book Day – and I have to thank you most sincerely for your generosity – it 
means so much. 
 
In an uncertain time, everyone is working hard and producing super results. I have had the privilege 
of observing lessons over the last week and the teaching and learning that is taking place is super 
– children are engaged in their learning and such high quality pieces of work are being produced.  
 
Please make sure the office has up to date records for you – under the circumstances, we may 
need to communicate with parents, so it is imperative we have your up to date numbers – just email 
or call into the office if you have changed any details.   
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
 
Lorraine Bamforth (Mrs) 

Headteacher  

World Book Day – Thursday 5th March 2020 
Last week we had World Book Day and I honestly have to say, there was more discussion and work 
around books than in many previous years. The children had such fun decorating potatoes and 
some of the likenesses are uncanny! The Book Swap was so successful and children want to do 
another one soon!  
 
A HUGE THANK YOU for your incredibly generous donations. We were blown away! Collectively, 
you donated a whopping £458 for us to buy books for our children! That is genuinely incredible!  
 
Mrs Kenny and I will be working with children who attend book club to look at new books to stock 
up class libraries and we will update you as we do buy. Many thanks again, this will make a huge 
difference to our book stock!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah Calcott 26.08.17 – 06.03.20 
I am really saddened to inform you that Noah, Mrs Calcott’s grandson has passed away. As we 
know, he had battled for some time and the school community has supported him and his family. 
I know you will join me in passing on our joint condolences to Mrs Calcott and all of the family. 
The following words are from Mrs Calcott: 
 
It’s with great sadness I’m letting you know that our gorgeous grandson Noah has passed away. 
He lost his battle with brain cancer on Friday 6th March at 2.45pm.  
 
He battled on longer than was expected and we supported his love for life, as a three and half 
year old, to the full.  
 
He always got excited when he could visit our school and his memories of the display with the 
three little pigs and more recently Beegu never ceased to tire him. His love for books and 
stories gave him so much joy.  He loved to see the children around him, as it was something he 
missed out on, due to his illness.  He knew his Nonna worked at Busy Bees and every time we 
drove past he reminded us.  
 
With all my heart, I thank every one of you that has sent thoughts of kindness. Also to everyone, 
like myself, who had so much hope from his journey to America for proton treatment, when 
donations received helped him to enjoy his time there.  
 
I now draw strength from the privilege of being part of our school once again - a wonderful family 
full of love for each other. 
 
With love  
 
Rosa Calcott (Nonna) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#ShareSomeLove for SmartMove 
As promised – the updated total for Smartmove’s Dress Down 
Day is at an impressive £6603.22 at the time of writing, with 
still some money to come in. Dom and Beth from Smartmove 
came into school this week to receive our money and to talk 
to the children about the work they do. They were really 
impressed with the children’s sensitivity and thoughtful 
questions and were very grateful for our £227.60 contribution. 
Thank you again.  

Corona Virus Advice 
Since I last wrote about the Corona Virus, things have ‘ramped up’ somewhat. While the COBRA 
meeting held yesterday (Thursday) has moved the status, there is no decision to close schools 
at this time. We have been told that this is the case, but that this can always change, in line with 
other countries. We have a risk assessment and plan in place should this happen and we would 
obviously communicate with parents at the first indication. Teachers are working hard to plan 
activities for a ‘contingency’ plan and I am investigating online learning platforms. However, we 
all hope that this will be unnecessary.  
 
However, in the mean time we have added the following additional measures: 

- All surfaces, touch points, desks, chairs and door handles are bleached daily and wiped 
with antibacterial surface wipes during the day 

- Children will not be allowed to share cups for water. They MUST have their own water 
bottles. School branded water bottles are available to buy at a cost of £2. This does not 
apply to water at lunch times, as this is in cups and these cups go through the industrial 
dish washer.  

- Children are asked to wash their hands at regular intervals during the day. Additional soap 
for classroom sinks has been purchased.  

- Any visitors to school will be required to sanitise their hands before entering the building. 
 
If your child has any symptoms (cough, sore throat, temperature) then they should stay at home 
for 7 days and you should call 111 for advice. You should not go to the GP surgery.   
 
We have made the decision to postpone parents evening next week. This is to ensure the health 
and wellbeing of all of the school community. We will endeavour to rearrange as soon as we can 
or investigate other methods of communicating with parents. In addition to this, we will not be 
inviting parents to celebration assemblies at this time.  
 
Please also let us know if you, any member of your family or a friend you have been in close 
contact with is either self-isolating or ultimately tests positive for COVID-19. It is imperative we 
know so we can inform Public Health England and the Calderdale authorities.  
 
Hopefully our lovely village will not be overly affected, but the main priority, as always is keeping 
safe. Please get in touch if you need any further help, information or guidance.  

Year 5&6 Football 
Last Friday our Y5&6 boys team took part in the annual football tournament at Ryburn. There 
were 6 teams taking part so everyone played each other. Unfortunately, we weren't successful 
in winning any games this year but the boys kept going and never gave up. We have lots of 
matches coming up so it's now time to work hard as a team. The only way is up!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz at Ryburn 
On Thursday 5th March, four Year 6 children took part 
in the annual quiz at Ryburn Valley High School.  They 
were up against three other schools: Triangle, Norland 
and St. Johns Rishworth.  There were ten rounds of 
questions with categories such as music, sport, spelling, 
geography, etc.  At half time Triangle were in the lead 
with Ripponden in joint second, but when the scores 
were announced at the end, Ripponden had sneaked 
into the lead by one point!  Unfortunately, we won't be 
able to take part in the grand final in May as we will be 
on our year 6 residential trip but St. Johns who came 
third, were very happy to be given the opportunity to 
take part.  Well done to our fantastic quiz team.  

West Yorkshire Finals Cross Country 
On Wednesday 11th March, we took 13 children to Temple Newsam in Leeds for the annual 
WY cross country finals.  These children had qualified after their success at the Calderdale 
finals in January.  Our two year 3 children did brilliantly with Miles coming 11th out of 148.  Our 
year 5 girls' team came third overall with a very impressive 3rd place for Kitty and 19th place for 
Amelie.  Joe came an amazing 12th qualifying for the national event along with Kitty and our 
year 6 girls' team came a brilliant 2nd with Evie coming 17th and being the first Calderdale 
runner to finish.  Well done to our amazing team. You are all fabulous! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have the following birthdays in March 
 

Amelie R, Tamar C, Michael T, Summer W, William G, Keira L, Harvey-
Jay S, Harley B, Bethan B, Jessica L, Daniella P, Jacob C, Poppy S, 

Olivia R, Owen S, Charlotte W, Nancy D 
 

We hope that everyone has, or will have, a very happy birthday!  
 
 

Tour de Yorkshire Poster Competition 
The route of the Tour de Yorkshire has become famous for creative and colourful street 
decorations. Spectators often wave flags and barbeques and picnics are often the envy of the 
passing riders. Sadly, once the riders have passed and the crowds have subsided the only thing 
that remains in the litter.  
 
This year, Tour de Yorkshire want to encourage as many spectators as possible to act responsibly 
and take their litter home and to clear away any street decorations that may eventually pollute the 
surrounding area.  

 

Well done our 
shining stars! 

We had a number of 
children participating 
in the Abigail 
Warburton Dance 
show last weekend. All 
children performed 
really well, but 3 of our 
children were awarded 
individual trophies for 
cheerleading, acro 
and contemporary. 
Well done Eleanor, 
Effie and Gracie!  



Branch Out Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Diary Dates 
Lots of dates will be added regularly – keep an eye on the diary dates section! We will add 

more detail in the coming weeks. 
 

March  
Tuesday 17th   Sportshall Athletics Final – Huddersfield Leisure Centre 
Wednesday 18th   Year 6 and Reception heights and weights check 
    Gym competition at North Bridge Leisure Centre 
Friday 20th    Reception/KS1 Celebration Assembly – **No adults please** 
    Mother’s Day Cake Sale after school  
Tuesday 24th   School Council Visit to the Houses of Parliament  
Wednesday 25th   Orienteering West Yorkshire Finals – Leeds Beckett 
Friday 27th    Y5/6 Netball 
 
April 
Friday 3rd    KS2 Celebration Assembly – **No adults please** 

Close for Easter 
w/c 6th    Busy Bees open Monday-Thursday – please contact to book 
w/c 13th    Busy Bees open Tuesday-Friday – please contact to book 
Monday 20th    School reopens for summer term 

Not Giving Up!  
Chestnuts – Ruudy B 

Willows – Freya G 
Maples – Cameron S 

Redwoods – Amelie W 

Being Enthusiastic  
Chestnuts – Noah W 

Willows – Elsie H 
Maples – Lara S 

Redwoods – Evie T 

Showing Respect 
Chestnuts – Thomas M 

Willows – Paige G 
Maples – Isla F 

Redwoods – James C 

Making Good Choices 
Chestnuts – William B 

Willows – Brook A 
Maples – Thomas G 
Redwoods – Eryn I-S 

Being Kind and Caring 
Chestnuts – Will G 
Willows – Lacey D 
Maples – Grace R 

Redwoods – Anna C 
 


