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15th May 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Firstly, I hope this letter finds you and your families well. 
 
Thank you for all the support you have shown in engaging with school during the school closures. I am 
now writing to you with regards to the wider opening of our school to year groups Reception, Y1 and 
Y6. 
 
During this phase, we have been given a raft of information, often conflicting and confusing. We have 
also had Calderdale halt reopening plans, but this afternoon they have given the go ahead to 
cautiously reopen schools from 15th June. We would now like to share with you our carefully 
considered plan for the phased re-opening of Ripponden J&I School.   
 
We completely understand that there are anxieties out there about children coming back to school. My 
job is to lay out for you the plan for Ripponden J&I School. Every family will have unique 
circumstances. I ask you to consider the plan carefully and then you must make an informed decision 
about if and when your child returns to school. It is ultimately your choice - we have been informed by 
the DFE that no family will be penalised for not sending their child into school. 
 
Here is our plan:- 
Due to the size of our classrooms, we would not be able to attempt social distancing of 2 metres with 
15 children (as per government guidance). This would not be possible. Therefore, we have risk 
assessed the classrooms to accommodate no more than 10 children. To this end, we will not be able 
to invite all 3 year groups back on a full-time basis.  
 
We feel it most equitable and fair to offer the 3 year groups time in school on a part time basis. It is 
vital for all of our children, most especially the Year 6 children, to have some form of closure on their 
school year and in fact primary school career and if we didn’t offer part time to all, Year 6 would not be 
able to come back at all. With this in mind we are arranging a phased return across all 3 year groups 
which comprises of 2 days face-to-face and 3 days’ home learning until further notice. This will also 
ease the transition for children who have been out of school for a number of weeks. For the 2 days in 
school, your child will be allocated a ‘bubble’ will be set for the rest of the academic year. 
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Importantly, I must stress that we are receiving updates daily from the DFE (Department for 
Education), the local authority and teaching unions at the moment. This may mean we need to adapt 
our plans to comply with any new information we are given as we will always heed the advice given in 
order to ensure the safety of the whole school community. A cautious and measured approach to the 
reopening of schools is crucial. We will continue to update and evaluated our risk assessment and 
make changes where needed.  
 
We must stress, however, that this return to school, while in some ways will provide a sense of 
normality, will not be the ‘normal’ school that we know and love. It will be a very different experience 
altogether. Children will be split as follows: 

- Each of the 3 year groups will be split into half and assigned places on either Monday and 
Tuesday or Thursday and Friday. Parents will be able to express a preference, but this may 
not be able to be accommodated.  

- These halves will then be halved again to create 2 small ‘bubbles’ of 7 or 8 children with a 
familiar teacher or teaching assistant, not necessarily their usual teacher or teaching assistant.  

- We will be closed on Wednesdays to all but the children of key workers and a deep clean of all 
areas will be carried out. 

Phased return 
We will be taking a phased return to opening school. This will be as follows: 
 

Date Groups invited back 
Monday 15th June and 

Tuesday 16th June 
Year 6 (Mon/Tues group)  

Thursday 18th June and  
Friday 19th June 

Year 6 (Th/Fri group) 
Year 1 (Th/Fri group) 

Monday 22nd June 
Tuesday 23rd June 

Year 6 (Mon/Tues group) plus 
Year 1 (Mon/Tues group) 

Reception (Mon/Tues group) 
Thursday 25th June  
and Friday 26th June 

Year 6 (Th/Fri group) 
Year 1 (Th/Fri group) plus 
Reception (Th/Fri group) 

 
Once the bubble has been brought back, it is the assumption that they will keep coming to school from 
that date.  
 
This is all subject to everything going as planned. However, there are likely to be “teething problems” 
so we will keep this under review and communicate with parents/carers throughout.  
 
Busy Bees 
There will be no Busy Bees provision for children who are returning to school. We cannot mix the 
‘bubbles’ of children so wrap around care will not be available to them. For the children who have been 
in school as the children of essential, key workers in the COVID-19 response, this childcare facility will 
remain.  
 
The home schooling resources will continue to be posted online and emailed out, as we have been  

 
 
 



 

doing since the lockdown. This may not necessarily be by your usual class teacher and if they are 
working in school, and/or throughout the day email communication may not be as prompt. Thank you 
for your understanding.  
 
I must also stress that this plan hinges on all staff remaining well. If the staffing is compromised by 
illness or needing to self-isolate, we may at any point need to reduce the numbers of pupils in school.  
 
Included with this letter is a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ paper, which goes into more depth about the  
actual day to day running of the new system, but of course, if you have any other specific questions, 
please do not hesitate to email me on office@ripponden.calderdale.sch.uk and I will do my best to 
discuss with you. 
 
Please remember the choice is yours as to whether you choose to send your child back to school and 
we will respect your decision either way.  
 
What to do next: 
In order to fully plan and prepare, we would really appreciate the parents of Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6 emailing in AS SOON AS POSSIBLE and letting us know whether –  
 

a) your child will definitely be returning to school and 
b) the preference you have for days (if any); either Monday and Tuesday or Thursday and Friday. 

Please remember this is a preference and whilst we will do our very best to accommodate but 
we may not be able to accommodate all  

c) If your child is coming back to school, would you like a school meal (free for Reception and 
Year 1, £2 per day for Year 6) 
OR 

d) your child will definitely not be returning to school at this time. You will be able to review this 
on a weekly basis (Monday to Monday).  

Following your email, I will then email out with specific details of your child’s days, drop off and pick up 
times and anything specific to them.  
 
I am really sorry that things cannot be as we would like it to be back at school, but as always, the 
safety of our children, staff and wider community must be our priority.  
 
Kind regards to all of you. 
 
Lorraine Bamforth  
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 


