
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear parents/carers, 
 
Well, it has been a few weeks since the last newsletter and lots has happened since then!  
 
We have had half term holidays – I hope you had a restful and relaxing time with your families. We 
have had Halloween and Bonfire Night and the children have told me lots of stories about their fun 
times. Lots of memories made – priceless!  
 
We have also made two new appointments to the staffing team. Mr Baxter has unfortunately left 
us to relocate to East Yorkshire and we have recruited Mr Davies as our new caretaker. He worked 
alongside Mr Davies for a week to ‘show him the ropes’ and I am sure Mr Davies will continue with 
the excellent work Mr Baxter did in school.  
 
We also have a new assistant cook, following Mrs Sagar’s promotion to cook-in-charge. Mrs Bell 
comes to us from a long-standing food background and a wealth of experience and is already 
slotting into the kitchen team brilliantly. 
 
We welcome both John and Jill into the Ripponden family and hope they will be very happy working 
with us.  
 
We have been busy planning Christmas activities – so make sure you look at the diary dates 
section and save the dates. This is always a busy half term, but always a lovely one! I look forward 
to welcoming you into school for the various activities.  
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Lorraine Bamforth (Mrs) 

Headteacher  

World Mental Health Day – Thursday 10th October 
Thank you for all of the children and adults who wore yellow 

for World Mental Health Day. With your donations we 
managed to raise £165.30, which will support mental health, 

so thank you.  
 

As Emotional Health and Well-being of children and staff is a 
School Development Priority, watch this space! We will be 
adding activities to support this in the coming weeks and 

months.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feel Good for Healthy Minds 
Well done Gwynne – yet again, a super, selfless act of fundraising to go hand in 
hand with our World Mental Health Day. Gwynne raised a super £80 to go to the 
Healthy Minds charity. This was from a raffle for a chocolate hamper (who says 
chocolate doesn’t help your well-being?!) The winner was Max A – well done Max!  
 
A super well done again to Gwynne, we are proud of you. 

PTFA Updates 
The PTFA have been busily planning Christmas activities too! The children have created 
portraits that are now being made into tea towels with faces of all the children in the school on. 
These make lovely keepsakes and indeed gifts for grandparents, aunties, uncles etc. These will 
be on sale in the next few weeks and will be at a cost of £5 each.  
 
The children are also busy designing their own Christmas cards, which will be sent off to be 
made into cards and gifts tags etc. Your proof will be sent home soon. Packs of cards will be 
£5.50 each.  
 
Our annual Secret Santa will take place on Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd December. This is a 
lovely event where the children can buy gifts for all the family which are all wrapped beautifully 
ready to go under the tree. More information will be sent out nearer the time by the PTFA. 
 
Thank you for your support with these activities. They are lovely for the children, but also raise 
much needed funds for our PTFA and will go towards our target of raising money to update our 
classrooms with new interactive whiteboards and projectors.  
 

Food bank collection 
Don’t forget that we hold food bank collections all year round. These are taken on regular 
intervals (usually half termly) to food banks in our area. If you would like to contribute, just send 
any tinned or dried goods or toiletries in with your child.  

Emotional Health and Well-being 
At Ripponden J&I School we are committed to supporting the emotional health and well-being of 
our pupils, staff and wider community. We have a supportive and caring ethos and our approach 
is respectful and kind. At our school we know that everyone experiences life challenges that can 
make us vulnerable and at times, anyone may need additional emotional support. We take the 
view that positive mental health is everybody’s business and that we all have a role to play.  
 
With that in mind, we are going to be rolling out a variety of new initiatives over the next few 
months to continue to encourage everyone in our school community to take the time to look after 
their emotional health and well-being. Our first big project is a Peer Mentoring Programme that 
will be introduced to the children next week in assembly and interested pupils in Years 4, 5 & 6 
can apply to be a Peer Mentor by Friday 15th November before training begins the following week. 
Drop in sessions and circle time sessions will then begin in January.  
 
Look out in the next newsletter to find out who will be our Peer Mentors and find out more about 
the new emotional health and well-being initiatives being developed across the school.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parking 
Again, I am afraid that I am writing about the 
parking issue around school. It is a perpetual 
issue and is the same around every school. 
I am asking that you park considerately 
around school and do not park in the 
residents’ area of Greenacres. This is clearly 
signposted.  
 
There was a very unfortunate incident in 
which an ambulance couldn’t gain access to 
a very poorly resident due to a parent 
blocking the car park. We know that no one 
would want anything to happen and while 
parents may think that it is only for a few 
minutes, those few minutes could be crucial 
to a person’s life. Please park considerately 
and thank you for your understanding.  

Parents Evenings 
Next week is our Autumn Parents’ Evenings. 
This is an opportunity to meet with your 
child’s class teacher and also see some of 
their work. If you haven’t booked an 
appointment yet, please contact the office, 
there are a few slots available.  
 
In addition to parents’ evening, we will be 
holding our art gallery in the hall again 
(complete with Mrs Sagar’s home baking!) I 
hope you will be able to visit and see our 
children’s fabulous art work.  

Christmas Puddings 
You should have received order forms for the 
Christmas puddings, like we did last year. 
These are professionally made individual 
puddings, which are delicious, but we also 
make money out of them! For every pudding 
sold, school keeps a proportion of it – win win!  
 
As well as this there is a competition for the 
children who sell the most puddings. These 
lucky children will be able to work with Hannah, 
the baker and design their own Christmas cake, 
which she will then bake.  
 
Deadlines for orders will be Wednesday 27th 
November and the cakes will be delivered in the 
last week before Christmas.  
 
If you need another order form, please ask in 
the office.   

 

Ripponden J&I School PTFA have registered 
as an AmazonSmile charity, please support 
your school by choosing us as your nominated 
charity, ahead of completing all your Christmas 
shopping on Amazon.  

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon 
that lets customers enjoy the same wide 
selection of products, low prices, and 
convenient shopping features as on 
amazon.co.uk. The difference is that when 
customers shop through the 
URL smile.amazon.co.uk, Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the net purchase price (excluding VAT, 
returns and shipping fees) of eligible purchases 
to the charitable organisations selected by 
customers. 

To chose us as your charity simply visit your 
smile.amazon.co.uk account by clicking this link 
- https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1018781-0. If 
the link does not work, there is an option to 
chose your supporting charity just below the 
product search bar, if you have a charity 
selected choose to change and search for us 
using our registered charity number 1018781.  

Children in Need 
Next Friday (15th November) is Children in 
Need Day. We will supporting them by 
holding a dress down day and the theme is 
spots or yellow – think Pudsey Bear (you 
could re-wear your yellow mental health 
outfit!).Suggested donation for this 
worthwhile charity is £1 but as always we 
are mindful of this time of year being difficult 
for some families, so please contribute what 
you can. Many thanks.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Peters Community Café 
Breakfast with Santa 

 
14th and 21st December 9am to 12 

noon 
 

Children £5, to include present,  
Adults £6 – full English breakfast 

 
All proceeds to the community 

centre. 
 

To book ring 07767891238 

Aldi Sports Tokens 
We did it!! We filled the poster and it’s been sent 

off! Fingers crossed we are lucky. 
Thank you everyone who collected stickers for us. 

Maths Workshop for parents 
We have rescheduled the maths workshop that was due to happen before the holiday.  
 
Mrs Hamilton, our maths coordinator has been working closely with The White Rose Maths Hub 
and this evening will be a showcase of maths for parents of all year groups. She will be sharing 
information about what makes a good mathematician, details about maths mastery and what 
mastery looks like at Ripponden. We hope lots of you can attend, as we have been working really 
hard with this and this can be an opportunity for home and school to work together to help our 
children in maths. 
 
The date is Monday 2nd December at 3.15pm. We will also hold a crèche for children to attend, 
as some of the content may be above their heads! Hope to see lots of you there! 

Anne Frank Trust 
On Thursday 24th October we 
were lucky enough to have a 
visitor from The Anne Frank Trust 
come into school to work with 
Years 5 and 6.  
 
Our visitor taught the children a bit 
about who Anne Frank was and 
what happened to her but the 
main focus was on stereotyping, 
discrimination and prejudice.  The 
children really enjoyed their 
morning working with Chris and 
they really engaged well with the 
activities and discussions. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross Country 
Friday 18th October we took 8 teams of boys and 
girls from KS2 to the annual cross country 
competition at Ryburn Valley High School. There 
were between 40 and 50 children in each race 
from a variety of local schools.  All of the children 
worked hard to complete their races and many 
crossed the finish line with a smile on their faces!   
 
We had some fantastic individual results with Kitty 
HS, Martha B and Joe S all receiving gold 
medals, Evie T, Amelie R and Miles A receiving 
silver medals and George H achieving a 
bronze.  Bella in year 3 came 4th and many 
others came in the top 20.   
 
Our year 5 and year 6 girls' teams are both 
through to the Calderdale finals on December 
11th, as well as the individuals mentioned 
previously. In addition to this, our school came 
first overall out of the large schools in the Ryburn 
Valley cluster.  A brilliant team achievement, well 
done to all the runners that took part. 

 

Girls Football 
On Tuesday 22nd Oct, the girls played their first match of the season against Parkinson Lane 
School.  There was a bit of a nervous start to the game with Parkinson Lane scoring the first 
goal but Ripponden came back quickly to draw equal. By half time the score was 2 all but in the 
second half Ripponden pulled ahead to make the score 4-2.  Parkinson Lane managed to score 
one more with the final score being 4-3 to Ripponden.  There were lots of injuries and tears from 
our team but they kept on going, showing great resilience. Well done girls. A great start to the 
footballing year! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Out Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have the following birthdays in 
November 

 
Grace W, Harry G, Reggie BH, Calum 

R, Elsie W, Alexandra H, Bella K, 
Abdul K, Martha A, Freya G, Lacey D, 
Clara T, Olivia W, Imogen D, Alfie W, 

Lucy H 
 

We hope that everyone has, or will 
have, a very happy birthday!  

Not Giving Up!  
Little Acorns – Clara R 
Saplings – Charlie W 

Great Oaks – William A 
Chestnuts – Miles A 
Willows – Martha A 

Beech – Clara T 
Maples – Alisha W 

Redwoods – Gracie B 
 

Being Enthusiastic  
Little Acorns – Jake C 
Saplings – Darcie M 

Great Oaks – Tamar C 
Chestnuts – Jasper H 

Willows – Brook A 
Beech – Harry R 
Maples – CJ D 

Redwoods – Maya W 
 

All Together Now – Ryburn Community Choir 
Potential Ryburn students 2020 ( our current Year 6 ) 
are invited to join Ryburn’s new community choir, All 
Together Now. They rehearse every Wednesday at 
3.15 until 4.15 in the lecture theatre at Ryburn School 
(meeting in reception)  
 
We are informal and you do not have to have a great 
singing voice! They are all about wellbeing, making 
connections with each other and having fun! Parents, 
carers and grandparents are also more than welcome. 
This gives the year sixes a chance to meet students 
and staff already at the school and become part of the 
Ryburn family before they start there officially. 
 
They have our first 'gig' in December which will be at 
the Christmas Community Lunch where they will be 
singing Somewhere Only We Know. 
 
Any questions or queries, please see Mrs Bamforth.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Diary Dates 
Lots of dates will be added regularly – keep an eye on the diary dates section! We will add 

more detail in the coming weeks. 
November 
Monday 11th   Immunisation Team in School  
Tuesday 12th  Parents Evening 
Wednesday 13th  Boccia event – North Bridge 
Thursday 14th  Orienteering 

Parents Evening 
Friday 15th   Children In Need – dress down day for donations 

2.30pm – R/KS1 Celebration Assembly 
Monday 18th  Reception 2020 Open Day (10am/2pm/5pm) 
Friday 22nd   Year 5/6 Boys Football  
   Year 5/6 Girls Tag Rugby 
Wednesday 27th Christmas pudding order deadline 
Thursday 28th  Orienteering  
Friday 29th   2.30pm – KS2 Celebration Assembly  
 
December  
Monday 2nd  Secret Santa All Day *More information to follow* 
Tuesday 3rd  Secret Santa AM *More information to follow* 
Wednesday 4th  Christmas Dinner 
Friday 6th  Christmas Jumper Day *More information to follow* 
 U11 Mixed Sportshall Athletics 
Monday 9th  R/KS1 Christmas Production Dress rehearsal (AM) 
Tuesday 10th  FGB  
Wednesday 11th  R/KS1 Christmas Production – 1.30pm 
Thursday 12th  R/KS1 Christmas Production – 9.30am 

Showing Respect 
Little Acorns – Lotte S 

Saplings – Oasis S 
Great Oaks – Jacob P 
Chestnuts – Isobel B 
Willows – Charlotte Q 

Beech – Nancy D 
Maples – Ava J 

Redwoods – Joshua L 
 

Making Good Choices 
Little Acorns – Florence C 

Saplings – Sophia F 
Great Oaks – Hector S 
Chestnuts – Owen S 
Willows – Freya G 
Beech – Gabriel R 
Maples – Alfie W 

Redwoods – Hope B 
 

Being Kind and Caring 
Little Acorns – Freddie M 

Saplings – Effie A 
Great Oaks – Mollie R 
Chestnuts – Bella W 
Willows – Bethan B 

Beech – Elin S 
Maples – Willow J 

Redwoods – Freddie H 
 

Attendance This Week 
The overall attendance this week was 98.1%, which is an improvement on last time, so well 

done. 
 

The class with the highest attendance is Chestnuts with 99.2% - fantastic, keep it up! 



Friday 13th  Grandparents Around the Christmas Tree 
Monday 16th  Year 3/4 Christmas Party – AM 
 R/Y1/Y2 Christmas Party – PM  
Tuesday 17th  KS2 Christmas Carol Service dress rehearsal (AM) 
 Y5/6 Christmas Party – PM  
 Busy Bees Christmas Party 
Thursday 19th  KS2 Christmas Carol Service at St Barts Church – 1.30pm  

School Closes for Christmas 
Friday 20th  Staff Training Day – Busy Bees Open – contact to book 
 
January 2020 
Thursday 2nd  Busy Bees Open – contact to book 
Friday 3rd  Busy Bees Open – contact to book 
Monday 6th  School reopens. 
 


