
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear parents/carers, 
 
Well, Christmas has certainly arrived in Ripponden!  
 
We have had lots of Christmas activities, trees, secret santa, nativity rehearsals, carol singing…you 
name it! As well as that, we are busily working hard and completing assessments too!  
 
Thank you to those parents who came to our maths workshop last Monday – it was really good to 
see you and we had very good feedback from those who attended. We will be putting the 
powerpoint on our new website when it is up and running so if you were unable to make the 
meeting, you would be able to get a good flavour of what was said.  
 
I am sure I will see most of you in the coming couple of weeks with different events, but in case I 
don’t, have a wonderful, peaceful Christmas and we will look forward to seeing you all back happy 
and healthy on Monday 6th January 2020.  
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Lorraine Bamforth (Mrs) 

Headteacher  

Our beautiful tree!  
A huge thank you to our fabulous PTFA for buying our Christmas 
Tree this year. I am sure you will agree it is beautiful.  
 
It will certainly be a super centre-piece for our annual Grandparents 
Around the Christmas Tree event. This is next Friday – 13th 
December at 9am. This is a lovely event hosted by the PTFA who 
serve tea, coffee, biscuits and mince pies and all of our children come 
and entertain them with their lovely singing. There will also be a raffle 
– tickets will be on sale to parents who are not attending. 
 
Please extend the invitation to any grandparents who would like to 
attend, they would be most welcome.  

PTFA Updates 
Thank you to all who ordered Christmas cards on such a quick turnaround! These are due to be 
delivered early next week. Secret Santa was a huge success and thank you so much to all of the 
PTFA who helped to buy, wrap and sell 1400 gifts! The children were very excited to buy gifts for 
their loved ones! This raised a fantastic £872 profit! This will all go to update our ICT equipment 
– thank you! Don’t forget that we still have some tea towels on sale, just £5 each – super keepsake 
and gift idea! Thanks to PTFA as always for their wonderful support of our school.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all donations to 
food banks. Mrs Bolton took 3 
large bags this week! We are 
still collecting (and will be all 
year) so if you do have anything 
to donate, please just bring it 
into school. Many thanks again.   

Christmas Jumper Day 
Today, we have been very 
festive, wearing Christmas 
jumpers, antlers and all number 
of flashing things! Thank you so 
much for your generosity when 
bringing hamper items. It is so 
appreciated to make hampers 
and other raffle prizes. Thank 
you again.  

Christmas Puddings 
Many thanks to those who have ordered Christmas Puddings. With your help we have raised 
a fantastic £156.50 for school funds. The three children who raised the most were Sophie O, 
Mabel T and Elsie H. These three girls will now have a Christmas cake made in their own 
design and delivered to school – well done girls! The Christmas puddings have been ordered 
and will be delivered on Tuesday 17th December – just in time for Christmas!  

Calderdale Orienteering Competition 
On Thursday 28th November, two teams of 4 from years 
4 and 6, went to the annual Calderdale Orienteering 
competition at Saville Park. It was a wet and cold 
afternoon but we didn't let the weather dampen our 
spirits.  All of the children worked really hard with no faults 
in their results at all. This meant that our year 4 teams 
came 2nd and 4th and our year 6 teams came 1st and 
3rd.  A brilliant team result for Ripponden School. This 
means that all of the teams are through to the West 
Yorkshire Winter Games on Wednesday 25th March at 
Leeds Becket University. Well done guys!  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Mile / Running Track – Impact so far – November 2019 
The Daily Mile is an initiative intended to get children more active during school time.  At 
Ripponden School we attempted to implement the Daily Mile during afternoon playtime during 
2017-2018.  Initially the children were enthusiastic, especially when they could run around the 
back field.  However, with the onset of autumn and winter, we had to use the playground (as the 
field was too wet and muddy) and the children quickly lost interest, preferring to play football or 
play on the equipment. It was at this point that I thought an all-weather track would be ideal. 
 
As the changes to the school day have meant that KS2 no longer have an afternoon break, the 
Daily Mile is brilliant way for the children to have a break from their studies and the new track 
means that we can pop out whenever we want.  The times that each class go out are not 
timetabled, meaning that we can fit in the running to suit our learning and lesson times/lengths can 
be more flexible.  KS1 and EYFS have also been using the running track when they feel the need 
for a break or a bit of fresh air/exercise.   
 
In year 6, the children are really enthusiastic about their running and feel that the track has been a 
great investment for the school. Mrs Lomas asked the children to write down how they felt the 
Daily Mile benefitted them and what they liked about it.  Every child wrote a positive comment and 
it’s been hard to pick out only a few but here they are: 
 

- “It has made me stronger. I feel happier at the end of the mile. I like how you can run with 
your friends and communicate.” Mason H 

- “The running track (Daily Mile) has made me faster.  After the Daily Mile I feel happier and 
more awake.  I like the fact that it lets me run with my friends and have a small break.” Amy 
H 

- “After it I feel good because I’ve run some and try to do more laps every week without 
stopping.  It’s quite fun because I feel I’m getting fitter and a bit faster every week.” Eryn I-S 

- “The running track has made me fitter and it’s pushed me to do running and so has Mrs 
Lomas.  I really like it.” Riley C-F 

- “It has made me very strong and a lot better at long-distance running.  I feel very tired after 
but that means it has challenged me. I like that we get some fresh air and that we get a 
break.” Ella K 

- “Daily Mile has helped with running and stamina. I love you can go out in any weather.” 
Gracie B 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have the following birthdays in December 
Chloe S, Siena R, Lucas S, Ava-Lily S, James B, Connor M,      

Florian K, Lara V, Penny S, Sophie W, Isobel B, Miles A, James B, 
Holly W, Amelie W, Ewan S, Maya W 

 
We hope that everyone has, or will have, a very happy birthday!  

Azaria Shines Again!  
Wishing Azaria the best of luck as she once again takes to the 
stage. This time she is in panto in Bradford (oh yes she is!). Here 
she is with the rest of the company and we look forward to hearing 
all about it in the new year. Break a leg Azaria!  

Futsall at North Bridge 
Our Year 5&6 boys' football team took part in their 
first ever Futsal tournament at North Bridge Leisure 
centre on Friday 22nd November.  They had a steep 
learning curve and lost their first few matches but then 
managed to win a few matches as they got the hang 
of it.  Overall they came 4th out of 10 schools so 
pretty good for their first try at this game.  Well done 
boys! 

 

Sportshall Athletics 
On Friday 6th December we took a team of 28 
children to the sportshall athletics competition at 
Ryburn Valley High School.  The children took 
part in a range of indoor track and field events 
over the course of the morning competing against 
8 other schools.  After a nerve-wracking wait, we 
were very happy to find that we'd come first, 
putting us through to the Calderdale final on 5th 
February at North Bridge Leisure Centre. Well 
done to the whole team. 

 

Email Communication 
You may have noticed that we have been sending out more emails than texts of late. This is due 
to cost – sending texts costs per text and when we have 160 families – this adds up! We would 
appreciate it if you make sure we have an up to date email address for you, so you don’t miss 
out on any information. Remember the newsletter has the dates on, as does the app – which 
then synchs it straight into your phone or tablet calendar. Many thanks.  



Branch Out Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 
Lots of dates will be added regularly – keep an eye on the diary dates section! We will add 

more detail in the coming weeks. 
December 
Friday 6th  Christmas Jumper Day  
 U11 Mixed Sportshall Athletics 
Monday 9th  R/KS1 Christmas Production Dress rehearsal (AM) 
Tuesday 10th  FGB  
Wednesday 11th  R/KS1 Christmas Production – 1.30pm 
Thursday 12th  R/KS1 Christmas Production – 9.30am 
Friday 13th  Grandparents Around the Christmas Tree 9am 
Monday 16th  Year 3/4 Christmas Party – AM 
 R/Y1/Y2 Christmas Party – PM  
Tuesday 17th  KS2 Christmas Carol Service dress rehearsal (AM) 
 Y5/6 Christmas Party – PM  
 Busy Bees Christmas Party 
Thursday 19th  KS2 Christmas Carol Service at St Barts Church – 1.30pm  

School Closes for Christmas 
Friday 20th  Staff Training Day – Busy Bees Open – contact to book 
 
January 2020 
Thursday 2nd  Busy Bees Open – contact to book 
Friday 3rd  Busy Bees Open – contact to book 
Monday 6th  School reopens. 
 

Not Giving Up!  
Willows – Joe TP 
Maples - Evan L 
Beech – Azaria S 

Redwoods – Charlie G  
 

Being Enthusiastic  
Willows – Betsy CF 
Maples Amelie R 
Beech – Max A 

Redwoods – Hannah B 
 

Showing Respect 
Willows – Maison W 

Maples – Evie F 
Beech – Sophie O 

Redwoods – Mason H  

Making Good Choices 
Willows – Gioia G 
Maples – Katie H 

Beech – Lily C 
Redwoods – Amy H 

Being Kind and Caring 
Willows – Xavier G 

Maples - Billy A 
Beech – Annalisha C 
Redwoods – Ella K 


